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Art-draped hotel focus of suit

SoMa building may be
seized to make room
for affordable housing

By John Upton
Evaminer Staff Writer

The building is luwnished, but the
bireds nnd sofns hoang of its walls.

That's not good enowgh for frus-
troted governmont officinls who want
the fire-damaged Hugo Hotel at How-
ard and Sixth strevts demolished and
replaced with a new building.

San Franeiseos most quaintly
decorated blight had furniture hung
aff its exterior walls by an artlst in
the late 19905 and has been vacant
for more than 20 yeurs.

The 144-room hotel is slated to
b demolished ond replaced with
[ow-cozt housing if its owners lose
an eminent domain court balile
scheduled tobegin today.

SoMa coniains resideniinl hotels
that housad mostly male, transient
warkers during the frst holf of the
20th contury.

But after
nationwides

1850, (ollowing «
trend  of  declining
downltowns,
ground-floor
stores shuttered
around the hiotel
and onee vibrant
streets lost com-
meriinl appeal.

By the end of
the 20th contury,
pawm shops,
liquor  stores,
parnography merchonts and stor-
age rooms occupied many of the
areas storcfronts, and noardy hall
were vacanl.

The San Franciseo Redevelop-
ment Agency began working in the
area ofter the 1989 Loma Prietn
enrthouake, mostly helping prop-
erty owners repair domage and
building or rehabilitating more than
1AM Lowe-cost bomes,

Im 2005, the agency broadened its
outhority in the aren and Look con-
trol of economic development and
the erention of additional alfordalle
himesing unils.

The agency has belped repalr
ar improve more than 70 buildings

Grisso
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Defenestration: The Hugo Hotel became
a giant sculplure in the late 1990s when
furniture began adormmg its walls.,

in the arca and has filled dozens of
formerly vacant storefronts with
businesses and nonprofits, inelud-
ing Erocery stores,

But its efforts to encourage the
ewners of the Hugo Hotel to replnes,
rehabilitate or sell their property
hawve filed,

The owners are willing to sell
to the Redevelopment Agency, Tt
balked at n %3256 million offer in
2007 and soughl more than twice
that, documents show

The speeific type of affordnble
housing te be built at the site if it's
oegquired hoasn't been detormined,
but it won't be used for o single-
residency hotel, according to ageney
Project Manager Mike Grisso.

The pgeney flled on eminent
domain lawsuit in June 2008 in an
offort (o purchase the high-profile
corner property, and the San Fran-
eiseo Superior Court is sehedulid
today to begin hearing the case,

The property owners declined
to dizeuzs the pending case with
The Exnminers
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Seedy Sixth Streel is sprouting
into a culinary corvidor,

Sines 2005, four restaurants
and a cofe have opened on
Sixth Street between Market
ond Howard streets, and two
more are preparing (o0 open in
the coming months.

The eateries include estor-
ing companies that offer to-go
menus and a classy French
cafe and bistro thats being
readied in a building that for-
merly housed a pawn shop and
o liuor store,

Additionally, a sandwich
shop is close to leasing space
at Sixth and Howard streets,
according to Tracy Evorwire,
a projecl director st Urban

Solulions, which is contracted .

by the San Franciseo Hede-
velopment Agency to provide
huziness  =upport along the
corridor ;

The eateries are proving
popular with local residents
and office workers, according
Lo Everwine,

“It'= a dense resident base
anel people are roally happy
to be able to walk to food,"
ghe snid,

Steve Barton, a builder and
business owner who is pul-
ting the finishing touches on
the Passion Cole ot Jessie and

Somethmg s cooking on Sixth

Block renaissance

Restaurants and cafes:
Louisiana Fried Chicken
Miss Saigon

Mythic Pizza

Passion Cale

{opening kater this year)
Rancho Pamassus
{opening kater this year)
Small Potatoes

Split Pea Seduction

Bars:
Matador
The Room Uitra Lounge

Markets and grocers:
City Produce

Mi Tierra Market

Stop and Go Market

Sonroe: Urban Solutions
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Sixth strects, said bes opti-
mistie that his French-themed
Iistro will prove popular with
residents, downtown workers
and bor patrons whon it opens
later this vear.

Nearby  restaurnnts  are
packed during mealtimes and
linis frequently snole oulside,
Barton said.

“We're on o litthe corridor of
foods,” he said,

= — Jodin Upton




